

ADOPTED 8/15/12


Introduced by Council Members Jones and Bishop & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter & Crescimbeni: 


RESOLUTION 2012-469-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JACKSONVILLE SUNS OWNER PETER BRAGAN, SR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Peter Bragan, Sr., a native of Birmingham, Alabama and a veteran of service in France and Germany in World War II, was a successful automobile dealer in Birmingham when his lifelong love of baseball led him to buy the Jacksonville Suns Southern League team and move to Jacksonville in 1984; and


WHEREAS, under Mr. Bragan’s leadership the organization has experienced tremendous success, winning five Southern League championships in conjunction with several different major league team affiliations, leading the Southern League in attendance for many years, and becoming the most successful franchise in Jacksonville’s long and storied history of minor league baseball; and


WHEREAS, when the citizens of Jacksonville approved the Better Jacksonville Plan in 2000, Peter Bragan, Sr. bargained hard with City officials to ensure that the new Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville would serve the multiple functions of being a state-of-the-art stadium with great amenities for the fans, a showplace public facility for the City, and a home for the Suns organization with a fair lease that would help ensure the profitability of the team for years to come, all of which have come to pass; and 


WHEREAS, in his nearly three decades in Jacksonville, Mr. Bragan became a beloved figure on Jacksonville’s sporting scene, renowned for his love of baseball, his devotion to the Suns franchise, his ability to entertain with a tall tale or a song, and his personal connection with everyone he met, from politicians and VIPs to players, coaches and team employees to the average fan in the stands; and


WHEREAS, Peter Bragan, Sr. enjoyed life to the fullest, and left us a shining example of how success and happiness can come from honesty, integrity, humor, and caring, and his presence will be greatly missed in our community after his passing; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and Commending.
The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and accomplishments of Jacksonville Suns owner Peter Bragan, Sr., and extends its most sincere condolences to his wife of 69 years, Mary Frances, to his son Peter Bragan, Jr. and his daughters Bonita and Nancy, and to his countless friends and admirers who will miss him so much.  Peter Bragan, Sr. has left an indelible mark on Jacksonville that will never be forgotten.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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